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1
INKJET PRINTING APPARATUS AND
DETECTION METHOD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an inkjet printing apparatus
and detection method for detecting the discharge state of a
nozzle.

2. Description of the Related Art

In an inkjet printing apparatus which prints by discharging
ink droplets from orifices and adhering them to a printing
medium such as paper or a plastic film, the printhead includes
heaters configured to generate heat energy for discharging
ink. An electrothermal transducer which generates heat in
accordance with energization, a driving circuit, and the like
can be formed by a step similar to a semiconductor manufac-
turing process. High-density mounting of nozzles is easy, and
high-resolution printing can be implemented.

However, a discharge failure may occur in all or some
nozzles of the printhead owing to clogging of a nozzle by a
foreign substance, highly viscous ink, or the like, a bubble
entering the ink supply path or nozzle, a change of the wet-
tability of the nozzle surface, or the like. To prevent degrada-
tion of the image quality when such a discharge failure
occurs, it is important to quickly execute a recovery operation
of recovering the discharge state of a nozzle, and a comple-
mentary operation using another nozzle or the like. However,
to quickly perform these operations, the discharge state and
generation of a discharge failure need to be determined at
high accuracy.

Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2008-23987 discloses a
method of detecting a temperature drop generated in normal
discharge in order to detect a discharge failure. In normal
discharge, a point (temperature drop rate change point)
appears, at which the temperature drop rate changes a prede-
termined time after the detected temperature reaches a maxi-
mum temperature. However, when a discharge failure occurs,
this point does not appear. Based on the difference in tem-
perature waveform, the ink discharge state is determined. A
detector which detects the temperature is arranged below a
heater which generates heat energy for discharge. By supply-
ing a constant current to a resistor serving as the detector, a
change of the resistance value upon a change of the tempera-
ture is output as a voltage value.

However, in Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2008-23987,
the temperature drop rate change point necessary to detect a
discharge state arises from contact of a small amount of ink
upon normal discharge. Thus, a change of the signal at the
temperature drop rate change point is very small. If the entire
temperature waveform which changes upon applying energy
to the heater is designed to fall within the input range of a
subsequent A/D converter (ADC), the small signal change at
the temperature drop rate change point becomes smaller.
Such a small change is highly likely to be buried in noise or
the like, and it becomes very difficult to determine the dis-
charge state.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An aspect of the present invention is to eliminate the above-
mentioned problems with the conventional technology. The
present invention provides an inkjet printing apparatus and
detection method for detecting a temperature change of a
heater at high accuracy.

The present invention in one aspect provides an inkjet
printing apparatus comprising: a printhead including a heater
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2

configured to discharge an ink droplet from a nozzle, and a
resistance sensor whose resistance value changes upon a tem-
perature change of the heater; a current source configured to
be able to supply, to the resistance sensor, a constant current
of a first constant current value and a constant current of a
second constant current value larger than the first constant
current value; and a detection unit configured to detect a
change of the resistance value of the resistance sensor by
switching a value of the constant current to be supplied to the
resistance sensor between the first constant current value and
the second constant current value a predetermined time after
driving the heater to discharge the ink droplet.

According to the present invention, a temperature change
of a heater can be detected at high accuracy.

Further features of the present invention will become
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a view showing an arrangement around the print-
head of an inkjet printing apparatus;

FIGS. 2A and 2B are views showing part of a heater board
on the printhead including temperature detection elements;

FIG. 3 is a view showing an example of the shape of a
temperature sensor;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the arrangement of the
control system of the inkjet printing apparatus;

FIG. 5 is a graph showing a temperature change in a nozzle
in each discharge state;

FIG. 6 is a graph for explaining each feature point of a
temperature change of the nozzle;

FIG. 7 is a graph showing a waveform obtained by per-
forming second-order differentiation around the temperature
drop rate change point;

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing the arrangement of
functional blocks around the temperature sensor;

FIG. 9 is a graph showing the relationship between a
change of a temperature detected by the temperature sensor
and the digital tone;

FIG. 10 is a graph showing a temporal change of a sensor
current value supplied to the temperature sensor;

FIG. 11 is a graph showing a change of the output voltage
of the temperature sensor at each sensor current in FIG. 10;

FIG. 12 is a graph showing a waveform obtained by per-
forming second-order differentiation for a waveform around
the temperature drop rate change point in FIG. 11;

FIGS. 13A and 13B are graphs showing the correspon-
dence between a temperature change of the temperature sen-
sor and a change of a digital value;

FIG. 14 is a graph showing a temporal change of the sensor
current value supplied to the temperature sensor;

FIG. 15 is a graph showing a change of the output voltage
of the temperature sensor at each sensor current in FIG. 14;

FIG. 16 is a graph showing a temporal change of the sensor
current value supplied to the temperature sensor;

FIG. 17 is a graph showing a change of the output voltage
of the temperature sensor at each sensor current in FIG. 16;

FIG. 18 is a graph showing a temporal change of the sensor
current value supplied to the temperature sensor; and

FIG. 19 is a graph showing a change of the output voltage
of the temperature sensor at each sensor current in FIG. 18.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will now
be described hereinafter in detail, with reference to the
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accompanying drawings. It is to be understood that the fol-
lowing embodiments are not intended to limit the claims of
the present invention, and that not all of the combinations of
the aspects that are described according to the following
embodiments are necessarily required with respect to the
means to solve the problems according to the present inven-
tion. Note that the same reference numerals denote the same
parts, and a repetitive description thereof will be omitted.

[First Embodiment]

FIG. 1is a view showing an arrangement around the print-
head of an inkjet printing apparatus 100 in the first embodi-
ment. A printhead 1 is mounted on a carriage 3. The carriage
3 is guided and supported to be reciprocal in scanning direc-
tions indicated by an arrow S along a guide rail 6 in accor-
dance with the turn of a timing belt 4. The printhead 1
includes, on a surface opposing a printing medium 2, a nozzle
array extending in a direction perpendicular to the moving
direction of'the carriage 3. While the carriage 3 and printhead
1 move in the directions indicated by the arrow S, ink droplets
are discharged from the nozzle array of the printhead 1 based
on print data, thereby printing on the printing medium 2. The
printing medium 2 is conveyed in the direction perpendicular
to the scanning direction of the carriage 3. Printing on the
entire surface of the printing medium 2 is possible by repeat-
ing the scan & ink droplet discharge operation and convey-
ance operation.

The printhead 1 can discharge ink droplets of a plurality of
colors, for example, ink droplets of cyan (C), magenta (M),
yellow (Y), and black (Bk). Ink tanks which store inks may be
integrated with the printhead 1 to be separable. It is also
possible to supply ink to the printhead 1 via a tube or the like
from an ink tank arranged at a fixed portion of the inkjet
printing apparatus 100. The carriage 3 includes an electrical
connection for transferring, to the printhead 1, a driving sig-
nal or the like transmitted from a control board (not shown) on
the main body side via a flexible cable 8 and a connector (not
shown).

Although not shown in FIG. 1, a recovery device used to
maintain the ink discharge operation of the nozzles of the
printhead 1 in a satisfactory state or recover it may be
arranged at a portion outside the printing range for the print-
ing medium 2 within the moving range ofthe printhead 1. The
recovery device includes, for example, a cap which caps the
nozzle formation surface of the printhead, and a pump which
forcibly discharges ink from the nozzles into the cap by
applying a negative pressure in the capping state. The cap is
used in the discharge operation (preliminary discharge) of ink
which does not contribute to printing of a printing target such
as an image.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are views showing part of a heater board
on the printhead 1 including temperature detection elements.
FIG. 2A schematically shows the arrangement of part of the
heater board. FIG. 2B schematically shows a section taken
along a line a-a' in FIG. 2A. Electrothermal transducers (dis-
charge heaters) 202 are heated in accordance with supply
power (driving signal) to cause film boiling in ink. As aresult,
respective arrayed nozzles 201 can discharge ink droplets.
Power for heating by the discharge heaters 202 is supplied via
terminals 204. The terminals 204 are connected to the outside
of the heater board by wire bonding. Temperature detection
elements (temperature sensors) 203 are formed on the heater
board by the same deposition process as that for the discharge
heaters 202.

As shown in FIG. 2B, a resistance sensor formed from a
thin-film resistor whose resistance value changes in accor-
dance with the temperature, such as Al, Pt, Ti, Ta, Cr, W, or
AlCu, is arranged on a heat accumulation layer 207 made of
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athermal oxide film of SiO, or the like on an Si substrate 206
forming the heater board. The temperature sensor 203 in the
embodiment is the resistance sensor. Further, an interconnec-
tion 208 of Al or the like including an individual interconnec-
tion for the discharge heater 202, the discharge heater 202,
and an interconnection connected to a control circuit for
selectively supplying power to the discharge heater 202 is
formed on the Si substrate 206. Further, the discharge heater
202, a passivation film 210 of SiN or the like, and an anti-
cavitation film 211 are stacked on an interlayer dielectric film
209 at high density by a process similar to a semiconductor
manufacturing process. Note that Ta or the like is used for the
anti-cavitation film 211 in order to enhance the cavitation
resistance on the discharge heater 202.

The temperature sensors 203 each formed as a thin-film
resistor are arranged immediately below the corresponding
discharge heaters 202 to be independently separated and be
equal in number to the discharge heaters 202. The discharge
heater 202 corresponding to each temperature sensor 203 is
constituted as part of the interconnection 208. This arrange-
ment can prevent upsizing of the structure. The planar shape
of the temperature sensor 203 may be determined appropri-
ately. For example, as shown in FIG. 2A, the planar shape of
the temperature sensor 203 may be arectangular shape having
the same dimensions as those of the discharge heater 202, or
a meandering shape as shown in FIG. 3. The meandering
shape as shown in FIG. 3 can increase the resistance of the
temperature sensor 203. A detection value can be obtained
even from a small temperature fluctuation at high accuracy.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the arrangement of the
control system of the inkjet printing apparatus 100. The inkjet
printing apparatus 100 receives command data such as a print
job, image data to be printed, and the like via an interface 412
from an external apparatus 415 serving as a general-purpose
information processing apparatus such as a PC. The inkjet
printing apparatus 100 can transmit, to the external apparatus
415 via the interface 412, status information representing an
apparatus state such as the progress of job processing in the
inkjet printing apparatus 100, the error state, or the power
supply state. An MPU 401 controls respective units in the
inkjet printing apparatus 100 by executing control programs
and necessary data stored in a ROM 402, thereby implement-
ing an operation according to the embodiment.

A DRAM 403 stores various data including print data for
discharging an ink droplet from the printhead. A gate array
404 controls data transfer between the interface 412, the MPU
401, and the DRAM 403. The gate array 404 also controls
supply of print data to the printhead 1. An EEPROM 405 is a
nonvolatile memory capable of storing data which needs to be
saved even upon power-off of the inkjet printing apparatus
100.

A carriage motor 409 reciprocates the carriage 3 in the
scanning directions shown in FIG. 1. A conveyance motor
410 conveys the printing medium 2. A printhead driver 406
drives the printhead 1 in order to discharge ink droplets and
print an image or the like. Motor drivers 407 and 408 drive the
conveyance motor 410 and carriage motor 409, respectively.
A recovery device 411 includes the above-described cap,
pump, and the like. An operation panel 414 includes a setting
input unit used by a user such as an operator to make various
settings for the inkjet printing apparatus 100, and a display
unit which displays setting menus and various messages such
as a warning. The setting input unit includes hardware keys
such as a cross key, and software keys on a touch panel or the
like. The display unit includes various displays such as an
LCD.
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In the embodiment, whether the discharge state is normal
discharge or one of various discharge failures is determined
by detecting a temperature change in the nozzle 201 by the
temperature sensor 203 immediately below the discharge
heater 202.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing a temperature change in the
nozzle 201 in each discharge state. In normal discharge from
the nozzle 201, a small droplet generated upon discharge
drops on the discharge heater 202. In response to this, heat
energy around the temperature sensor 203 moves to the ink
droplet, and the temperature detected by the temperature sen-
sor 203 changes abruptly. That is, in normal discharge, the
temperature steeply drops near the center of the interval
between time m and time n, as represented by a graph corre-
sponding to normal discharge in FIG. 5.

In non-discharge caused by drying of ink in the nozzle 201
or the like, a bubble generated upon heating by the discharge
heater 202 remains in the nozzle 201, and the temperature
decreases gradually. That is, in non-discharge, the tempera-
ture change is more gradual than in normal discharge, as
represented by a graph corresponding to non-discharge in
FIG. 5. In empty non-discharge in which no ink is filled in the
nozzle 201, heat energy applied to the discharge heater 202 is
supplied not to ink but to the temperature sensor 203. As a
result, the temperature of the temperature sensor 203
becomes higher on the whole than those in normal discharge
and non-discharge. The inkjet printing apparatus 100 can
determine the discharge state of the nozzle 201 by detecting
each temperature change in the nozzle 201 as shown in FIG.
5.

In FIG. 5, the interval between time h and time i represents
a temperature change when no voltage is applied to the dis-
charge heater 202. The interval between time i and time j
represents a temperature change until the temperature reaches
apeak after the voltage is applied to the discharge heater 202.
The interval between time j and time k represents a tempera-
ture change until the temperature drops to a predetermined
temperature with a predetermined time constant after it
reaches the peak. For the above-described reason, the maxi-
mum temperature and the temperature change in the interval
between time j and time k are different in accordance with
normal discharge, non-discharge, or empty non-discharge. A
point at which the temperature change changes in the interval
between time m and time n in normal discharge will be called
a temperature drop rate change point.

FIG. 6 is a graph for explaining a point representing each
feature of a temperature change used to determine the dis-
charge state of the nozzle 201. An initial temperature is a
temperature before heating by energizing the discharge heater
202 and applying a voltage. An ultimate temperature is a
highest value the temperature reaches after the voltage is
applied to the discharge heater 202. A rising temperature is
the difference between the initial temperature and the ulti-
mate temperature, and indicates a temperature rise generated
by applying a voltage to the discharge heater 202. A tempera-
ture drop rate change point is a point at which the rate of the
temperature drop changes steeply. As shown in FIG. 6, the
temperature drop rate change point is generated in an almost
intermediate period between time m and time n.

Based on the feature points as shown in FIG. 6, various
characteristics can also be detected in addition to the respec-
tive discharge states as shown in FIG. 5. For example, by
detecting an initial temperature, the temperature of ink at that
time can be estimated. An ink characteristic which influences
the image quality, such as viscosity, can be determined from
the estimated ink temperature. The surface temperature of the
discharge heater 202 can be estimated by detecting an ulti-
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6

mate temperature and rising temperature, and the lifetime of
the discharge heater 202 can be estimated from the estimated
surface temperature. Since the way of conduction of heat
energy from the discharge heater 202 to ink can be estimated
from the estimated surface temperature of the discharge
heater 202, each discharge state of the nozzle 201 can be
detected. Also, contact of an ink droplet to the discharge
heater 202 can be detected by detecting a temperature drop
rate change point, and the normal discharge state ofthe nozzle
201 can be detected.

FIG. 7 is a graph showing, for each discharge state, a
waveform obtained by performing second-order differentia-
tion around the temperature drop rate change point in normal
discharge shown in FIG. 6. In FIG. 7, m and n correspond to
m and n in FIGS. 5 and 6. In the embodiment, to detect a
temperature drop rate change point, the peak value of the rate
of a temperature change is acquired first by performing sec-
ond-order differentiation for a temperature change waveform
around the temperature drop rate change point (between time
m and time n). Then, the peak value (indicated by an arrow in
FIG. 7) is compared with a threshold. If the peak value is
larger than the threshold, it is determined that the discharge
state is normal discharge. If the peak value is equal to or
smaller than the threshold, it is determined that the discharge
state is non-discharge or empty non-discharge.

In the embodiment, the temperature sensor 203 is, for
example, a thin-film resistance sensor whose resistance value
changes in accordance with the temperature change. By sup-
plying a constant current to the temperature sensor 203, a
change of the resistance value of the temperature sensor 203
is detected as a voltage change. That is, the output voltage of
the temperature sensor 203 changes in accordance with a
temperature change of the heater.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing the arrangement of
functional blocks around the temperature sensor 203. A
switching circuit 801 controls a variable current source 802
capable of supplying constant currents of a plurality of cur-
rent values, to supply, to the temperature sensor 203, a con-
stant current of a current value set by the switching circuit
801. The variable current source 802 can supply a constant
current of the first constant current value, and a constant
current of the second constant current value larger than the
first constant current value. A constant current supplied to the
temperature sensor 203 will also be called a sensor current. In
the following description, the variable current source 802 can
switch the sensor current value between 3.0 mA and 4.5 mA.
Upon a change of the resistance value of the temperature
sensor 203, the temperature sensor 203 outputs a voltage
change corresponding to the current value of a supplied con-
stant current. The voltage change output from the temperature
sensor 203 is amplified by an amplifier 803 and digitized by
an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) 804. A data processing
circuit 805 extracts each feature point in FIG. 6 from the
digital voltage change of the temperature sensor 203, and
determines each discharge state. When determining each dis-
charge state, acquisition of a peak value and comparison with
a threshold, which have been described with reference to FIG.
7, are performed. The switching circuit 801 and data process-
ing circuit 805 shown in FIG. 8 may be constructed by the
MPU 401, an ASIC, or the like.

FIG. 9 is a graph showing the relationship between a
change of a temperature detected by the temperature sensor
203 and the digital tone at each sensor current value. In the
embodiment, the ADC 804 converts a temperature change
into 4-bit data. In other words, 16 tones can be expressed. In
FIG.9, athinlinerepresents a case in which the sensor current
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valueis 3.0 mA, and a thick line represents a case in which the
sensor current value is 4.5 mA.

In general, when the sensor current value is smaller, an
output temperature change becomes smaller, and the ADC
804 can receive a wider temperature range. To the contrary,
when the sensor current value is larger, an output temperature
change becomes larger, and the temperature range receivable
by the ADC 804 becomes narrower. As shown in FIG. 9, the
upper limit of the temperature range receivable when the
sensor current value is 3.0 mA is 15° C., and the upper limit
of the temperature range receivable when the sensor current
valueis 4.5 mA is 10° C. Therefore, the resolution of the ADC
804 becomes 0.94° C./tone when the sensor current is 3.0
mA, and 0.63° C./tone when the sensor current is 4.5 mA.
That is, when the sensor current value is 4.5 mA, the receiv-
able temperature range becomes narrower than that when the
sensor current value is 3.0 mA, but a temperature change can
be detected at high resolution.

FIG. 10 is a graph showing a temporal change of the sensor
current value supplied to the temperature sensor 203. In FIG.
10, the interval between time h and time k corresponds to the
interval between time h and time k in FIGS. § and 6. This
represents that constant currents (3.0 mA and 4.5 mA) are
always supplied to the temperature sensor 203 in the interval
between time h and time k.

FIG. 11 is a graph showing a change of the output voltage
of the temperature sensor 203 when each sensor current as
shown in FIG. 10 is supplied to the temperature sensor 203.
As shown in F1IG. 11, when the sensor current value is 3.0 mA,
the entire range from the initial temperature to the ultimate
temperature can fall within the input range of the ADC 804.
However, a voltage change upon a temperature change at the
temperature drop rate change point becomes small. In con-
trast, when the sensor current value is 4.5 mA, the entire range
from the initial temperature to the ultimate temperature can-
not fall within the input range of the ADC 804. However, a
voltage change upon a temperature change at the temperature
drop rate change point becomes large.

FIG. 12 is a graph showing, for each sensor current value,
a waveform obtained by performing second-order differen-
tiation for a waveform around the temperature drop rate
change point in FIG. 11. In FIG. 12, the interval between time
m and time n corresponds to the interval between time m and
time n in FIGS. 5 and 6. As shown in FIG. 12, the peak value
obtained when the sensor current value is 4.5 mA is larger
than the peak value obtained when it is 3.0 mA.

FIGS. 13A and 13B are graphs showing the correspon-
dence between a temperature change (second-order differen-
tiation) of the temperature sensor 203 and a change of a digital
value output from the ADC 804. In FIGS. 13A and 13B, the
interval between time m and time n corresponds to the interval
between time m and time n in FIGS. 5 and 6. As described
with reference to FIG. 9, as the sensor current value becomes
larger, a voltage change upon a temperature change of the
temperature sensor becomes larger. When the sensor current
valueis 4.5 mA, the resolution for a temperature change of the
temperature sensor 203 becomes higher than that when the
sensor current value is 3.0 mA. Hence, an output from the
ADC 804 upon a temperature change of the temperature
sensor 203 can be detected at higher accuracy.

FIG. 14 is a graph showing a temporal change of the sensor
current value supplied to the temperature sensor 203. In FIG.
14, the intervals between time h, time j, and time k correspond
to the intervals between time h, time j, and time k in FIGS. 5
and 6. As shown in FIG. 14, the sensor current value is set to
be 3.0 mA in the interval between time h and time j, and 4.5
mA in the interval between time j and time k.
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FIG. 15 is a graph showing a change of the output voltage
of the temperature sensor 203 when each sensor current as
shown in FIG. 14 is supplied to the temperature sensor 203.
As shownin FIG. 15, since the sensor current value is set to be
3.0 mA in the interval between time h and time j, the entire
range from the initial temperature to the ultimate temperature
can fall within the input range of the ADC 804. To the con-
trary, since the sensor current value is set to be 4.5 mA in the
interval between time j and time k, a temperature range falling
outside the input range of the ADC 804 is generated. How-
ever, an output voltage change upon a temperature change
around the temperature drop rate change point becomes
larger than that when the sensor current value is set to be 3.0
mA. This can improve the detection accuracy of the tempera-
ture drop rate change point and the determination accuracy of
the discharge state of the nozzle 201.

As described above, the sensor current value is changed
between the section from the initial temperature to the ulti-
mate temperature and the section after the ultimate tempera-
ture. As a result, detection omission of the ultimate tempera-
ture can be prevented, and the detection accuracy of the
temperature drop rate change point can be improved.

[Second Embodiment]

The first embodiment aims to prevent detection omission
of the ultimate temperature and improve the detection accu-
racy of the temperature drop rate change point. However,
when there is no fear of detection omission of the temperature
drop rate change point, it may be aimed to receive the entire
range of a detected temperature, and a larger sensor current
value may be used for only a portion at which a voltage
change of a temperature sensor 203 needs to be detected at
high accuracy.

FIG. 16 is a graph showing a temporal change of the sensor
current value supplied to the temperature sensor 203. In FIG.
16, the intervals between time h, time i, and time k correspond
to the intervals between time h, time i, and time k in FIGS. 5
and 6. As shown in FIG. 16, the sensor current value is set to
be 4.5 mA in the interval between time h and time i, and 3.0
mA in the interval between time i and time k.

FIG. 17 is a graph showing a change of the output voltage
of the temperature sensor 203 when each sensor current as
shown in FIG. 16 is supplied to the temperature sensor 203.
As shownin FIG. 17, since the sensor current value is set to be
4.5 mA in the interval between time h and time i, a change of
the sensor voltage upon a change of the initial temperature
can be made larger than that when the sensor current value is
3.0 mA. Since the sensor current value is set to be 3.0 mA in
the interval between time i and time k, both the ultimate
temperature and a voltage change at the temperature drop rate
change point can fall within the input range of an ADC 804.

As described above, the sensor current value is changed
between the initial temperature section, and the rising tem-
perature section and subsequent sections. This can increase a
change of the sensor voltage upon a change of the initial
temperature to improve the detection accuracy. In addition,
detection omission of the ultimate temperature and tempera-
ture drop rate change point can be prevented.

[Third Embodiment]

FIG. 18 is a graph showing a temporal change of the sensor
current value supplied to a temperature sensor 203. In FIG.
18, the intervals between time h, time i, time j, and time k
correspond to the intervals between time h, time i, time j, and
time k in FIGS. 5 and 6. As shown in FIG. 18, the sensor
current value is set to be 4.5 mA in the interval between time
h and time i and the interval between time j and time k, and 3.0
mA in the interval between time i and time j.
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FIG. 19 is a graph showing a change of the output voltage
of the temperature sensor 203 when each sensor current as
shown in FIG. 18 is supplied to the temperature sensor 203.
As shown in FIG. 19, since the sensor current value is set to be
4.5 mA in the interval between time h and time i, a change of
the sensor voltage upon a change of the initial temperature
can be made larger than that when the sensor current value is
3.0 mA. Also, since the sensor current value is set to be 4.5
mA in the interval between time j and time k, a change of the
sensor voltage upon a temperature change at the temperature
drop rate change point can be made larger than that when the
sensor current value is 3.0 mA. Since the sensor current value
is setto be 3.0 mA inthe interval between time i and time j, the
ultimate temperature can fall within the input range of an
ADC 804.

As described above, the sensor current value is changed
between the initial temperature section, the section from the
rising temperature to the ultimate temperature, and the vicin-
ity of the temperature drop rate change point. This can
increase a change of the sensor voltage upon a change of the
initial temperature and a temperature change at the tempera-
ture drop rate change point, improving the detection accuracy.
Further, detection omission of the ultimate temperature can
be prevented.

The above-described embodiments have explained feature
points as the initial temperature, ultimate temperature, rising
temperature, and temperature drop rate change point. How-
ever, other feature points may be set in accordance with a
temperature change accompanying the shapes and driving
methods of the nozzle 201 and discharge heater 202, or a
manufacturing error such as resistance variations of the tem-
perature sensor 203. Similarly, in accordance with one of
them, the discharge state determination method based on the
sensor current value switching timing, the magnitude of a
current value, the magnitude of a change of the waveform,
and the presence/absence of a peak value may also be
decided.

The above-described discharge state determination
method may be performed for all nozzles at appropriate tim-
ings. For example, the discharge state determination process-
ing may be performed during the printing operation or at the
time of preliminary discharge. In any case, the discharge state
determination processing is executed along with the dis-
charge operation of each nozzle, so a discharge failure nozzle
can be specified at high accuracy. Upon detecting a discharge
failure nozzle, recovery processing by the recovery device
411, and complementary processing for complementing
printing with another normal discharge nozzle can be
executed quickly. Further, decision of an optimal driving
pulse, protection processing of the printhead 1 from an inevi-
table temperature rise, display of a warning on the operation
panel 414 to the user, and the like can be executed quickly.

The above-described embodiments have explained the ink-
jet printing apparatus 100 including a serial printhead as
shown in FIG. 1. However, each embodiment can be imple-
mented even in an inkjet printing apparatus including a so-
called line printhead in which nozzles are arrayed in a range
corresponding to the entire width of a printing medium. The
inkjet printing apparatus including the line printhead can
perform the printing operation at high speed. However, the
inkjet printing apparatus of this type can neither locate the
printhead at the position of the recovery device during the
printing operation, nor perform recovery processing, unlike
the serial printhead. By the operation in each embodiment,
however, a nozzle in which a discharge failure has occurred
can be quickly specified during preliminary discharge to the
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cap or during the printing operation, and complementary
processing of printing by another normal discharge nozzle
can be performed quickly.

Other Embodiments

Embodiments of the present invention can also be realized
by a computer of a system or apparatus that reads out and
executes computer executable instructions recorded on a stor-
age medium (e.g., non-transitory computer-readable storage
medium) to perform the functions of one or more of the
above-described embodiment(s) of the present invention, and
by a method performed by the computer of the system or
apparatus by, for example, reading out and executing the
computer executable instructions from the storage medium to
perform the functions of one or more of the above-described
embodiment(s). The computer may comprise one or more of
a central processing unit (CPU), micro processing unit
(MPU), or other circuitry, and may include a network of
separate computers or separate computer processors. The
computer executable instructions may be provided to the
computer, for example, from a network or the storage
medium. The storage medium may include, for example, one
or more of a hard disk, a random-access memory (RAM), a
read only memory (ROM), a storage of distributed computing
systems, an optical disk (such as a compact disc (CD), digital
versatile disc (DVD), or Blu-ray Disc (BD)™), a flash
memory device, a memory card, and the like.

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood that
the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments. The scope of the following claims is to be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2013-067127, filed Mar. 27, 2013, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. An inkjet printing apparatus comprising:

a printhead including a heater configured to discharge an
ink droplet from a nozzle, and a resistance sensor whose
resistance value changes upon a temperature change of
the heater;

a current source configured to be able to supply, to the
resistance sensor, a constant current of a first constant
current value and a constant current of'a second constant
current value larger than the first constant current value;
and

a detection unit configured to detect a change of the resis-
tance value of the resistance sensor by switching a value
of the constant current to be supplied to the resistance
sensor between the first constant current value and the
second constant current value a predetermined time after
driving the heater to discharge the ink droplet.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising

a determination unit configured to determine a discharge state
of the ink droplet of the nozzle based on the change of the
resistance value of the resistance sensor that has been
detected by said detection unit.

3. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said deter-
mination unit determines the discharge state of the ink droplet
of'the nozzle based on a change of the resistance value of the
resistance sensor to which the constant current of the second
constant current value is supplied.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein a period
during which the constant current of the second constant
current value is supplied corresponds to a period during
which a temperature of the heater drops to a predetermined
temperature after reaching a peak.
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5. An inkjet printing apparatus including a printhead
including a heater configured to discharge an ink droplet from
a nozzle, and a sensor whose output voltage changes upon a
temperature change of the heater, comprising:

a current source configured to be able to supply, to the
sensor, a constant current of a first constant current value
and a constant current of a second constant current value
larger than the first constant current value; and

a detection unit configured to detect a change of the output
voltage of the sensor by switching a value of the constant
current to be supplied to the sensor between the first
constant current value and the second constant current
value a predetermined time after driving the heater to
discharge the ink droplet.

6. The apparatus according to claim 5, further comprising

a determination unit configured to determine a discharge state
of the ink droplet of the nozzle based on the change of the
output voltage of the sensor that has been detected by said
detection unit.

7. The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said deter-
mination unit determines the discharge state of the ink droplet
of the nozzle based on a change of the output voltage of the
sensor to which the constant current of the second constant
current value is supplied.

8. The apparatus according to claim 5, wherein a period
during which the constant current of the second constant
current value is supplied corresponds to a period during
which a temperature of the heater drops to a predetermined
temperature after reaching a peak.
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